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FiLE o, _100-21198 - . , .

Dlrector, FBI B : .

JOHN HONARnégAWSON, e
alias Jacob Levy
HT RN,jISECURITY (c)

o Wiy IR .
Subgect is a Communlst key ﬂlgure in the Los. Anwele% Fis1d '"“1'35.‘
Division. Authority is hereby requested to'install a microphone survelllance .iﬁ“'
at the residence of subject, 4542 Coldwater Canyon Avenue, North Hollywood}
telephone Sunset 2 8485, The. Bureau has prev1ously authorized the maintenanc at
of a technical or telephone gupyeillance on subject at. that address; which,is /)i, .
currently being maintained, [ % M : o 3 : {‘ég ':;‘1”’-““
¥\ S . - ﬁf;gff"
. , LAWSON is the real leader of the. Communlsts in the motlonxgy
ploture industry. He was reported LChairman of the Northwest Section, Los
Angeles County Communist Party—~U S.A. (motlon picture industry. secblon) until N
v -1t became the Communist Political Association in June, 1944,  He is currently {- .
. .a member of the seven-man Motion Picture and Radio Commission of the Los ‘” - |
. Angeles County CPA which appears to set the policy for the Communists in the ; ﬁ
. motion. picture and radio industry. In addition, LAWSON is a member of the B
Executive Board of “the Hollywood Democratic COmmlttee, an important front c
.organization in Hollywood, and is an official of the- Hbllywood Writers Mobili- -
-~ wzation which, of course, is currently writing all the scripts for the Overseas
|~ Film Bureau of 0,W.I. LAWSON is also a member of_the Editorial Board of the
Hollywood Writers Mobilization, which committee is responsible for the entire
" product from the selection of ideas to writer and ‘producer assignments in these
0.W.I. scripts. Subject is also a member of the Executive Board of the People's
Educational Center which has replaced the, League of Amerlcan erters Sﬂ%ool for

4
n
§} Writers, v _ f’) J
N\ ‘ It baq been ascertalned throué\j€onf1dent1al Natlonal Defense /

3]
S TRITTED BEXCERE

'Informant LA _JO=1. .and surveillances by Bureau agénts thet in any matter of
importance to the Communists in the motion picture industry which arises, JOFW ;
. HOWARD LAWSON is consulted. .Also, meetings of the Motion'Picture and Radio :

=y \%Zzzg}ssion, the P.E.C., the Hollywood Writers Mbblllzatlon, and other meetlngsgg@i

held et LAWSON's home with great frequency, He also confers with ELIZABET
EWN, former Northwest Section Organizer, who appeara to'act in the same f.
capdgzty in the new cultural -and miscellaneous group setu %§Wthh is the sueﬂ .
cessor to: the Northwest Sectlon) about once weekly atfhlgP i ED - éﬁg
; e & ATy
L It is oelleved that vons1derab%§§3ﬁformgt&,n¢ﬁoW%E._
policies® of- the CPA in, the motzon plctureﬂggﬂustry and thaﬁ?adl}E*”
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Director

Re:

JOHN HOWARD LAWSON,
INTERNAL SECURITY (c)

Wells

100-21198
JRV:RW

‘which begins April. 25,.1945.

Very truly youro,'

R. B, HOOD s
SAC -
r \.
‘g’ o ¢ i ' |
-2 RN P

' Efirch 30, 1945

Eiﬁ jg%

: allled cultural fleldo could be obtalned through the 1nstallat10n of a micro-
- phone surveillance at the LAWSON home.
- invited to the fact that LAWSON has stated that he and his wife, SU&
".are going to attend the International Security Council meeting at San Francisco

; Therefore, if the Bureau deems it advisable to
- authorize; this ‘installation it is requested that Los Angeles be advised prior

‘to April 25, 1945, since only in rare instances during The investigation of
LAWSON have both he and his wife been out i of Los Angeles .together in the pastﬁ

The Bureau's attention is particularly .

TS ON ,

- AW 54460 DocId:32333809

Page 3

-



